School contact between patients with multiple sclerosis.
We have investigated whether there was more school contact among patients with multiple sclerosis (MS) than expected by chance, suggesting that a transmissible infection occurring at school age might be an aetiologic factor. A case-control-within-a-cohort study was conducted using the 1930-1950 birth cohort. Of 198 000 persons 92 had developed MS in the period 1943-1975 and 3 matched controls for each case were selected. The number of links between all possible pairs of cases was estimated, as well as the number of cases involved in contact with at least one other case. Three measures of school contact were included in the analysis. No evidence of increased school contact among MS cases relative to controls was found.